Around the House

Electrical Article #23 – Recycling Light Bulbs

Headline

Recycle Your Light Bulbs, and 

Your Whole Family Will Breathe a Little Easier.
	Subhead

Just one teaspoon of mercury can contaminate a 20 acre lake forever.  And now you understand the importance of recycling.

Text

Even though fluorescent and compact fluorescent bulbs contain a small amount of mercury, it doesn’t take much to cause problems.  And today, most people still throw them out in the trash, broken or otherwise.  

What effect is that having?  Consider the following:
· Each year, an estimated 600 Million fluorescent lamps wind up in US landfills amounting to 30,000 pounds or more rmoreof mercury waste.

· According to the EPA, incinerated bulbs emit about 70,000 pounds of mercury per year…per incinerator!
· Mercury poisoning is often the result.  And that, in turn, can cause autism, neurological damage, and many more health problems. 
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That’s why your friends at (company name) urge to recycle.  Here’s how:
1. Should you break a bulb, put on disposable rubber or plastic gloves, carefully scoop up the glass shards and as much powder as possible with one or two pieces of stiff paper or cardboard.  

2. Wipe the area with a damp paper towel or a disposable wet wipe to pick up any remaining shards and the powder residue.  
3. Place the glass shards, powder and clean-up material in a sealable plastic bag.  Then place that bag inside another and store it in a safe location until you can take it to your local recycling or hazardous material drop-off center.

4. Wash your hands.

5. Vacuum the area and vent the room once you’re done.  Place the vacuum bag in a double-sealed plastic bag and include – securely – it with the normal trash.

6. If the bulb isn’t broken, follow the same packing and drop-off procedures.

We hope you’ve found this instructive.  And to show our appreciation for your continued business, (company name) invites you to save $50 now on a whole-house wiring inspection.  Just one more way to safeguard your family…“Around the House.”  
Coupon

Whole-House Wiring Inspection

Save $50

…on a whole-house wiring inspection.  This coupon may not be used with any other discount or promotion.
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Teaser Copy

Recycling is everyone’s business.  And that includes fluorescent light bulbs.  Find out why in this issue of Around the House.

Plus, 3 coupons you can use now…



	

	


